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St.Mary’sCo-EdSchool,Harda(M.P.)

Subject:Civics Class:VIII

Chapter-1-TheneedforlawandtheConstitution

Exercises

A.Multiplechoicequestions:

Answers-

C.animportantlaw

D.peopleenjoyequalpoliticalrights

C.1878

A.MahatmaGandhi

B.British

B.Matchthefollowing:

1.–c

2.–d

3.–a

4.–b

5.–e

C.Shortanswers:

1.Inthecontextofanation,theConstitutionplaysacrucialroleinprovidingguidelineswhichensure
thesafetyandwell-beingofthepeopleofanationwhobelongtovariouscommunitiesandcultures.
Principles,provisions,ideals,andruleswhichform thebasisofgovernanceofanation.

2.Theconstitutionisalsoknownasthe‘Soulofademocracy’.Itensurespoliticalstability,peaceand
maintenanceoftheRuleofLawinthecountry.Inademocracy,thepeopleareatthecentreof
politicalpowerandelectrepresentativestoprotecttheirinterestsbyformingagovernment.Itisthe
constitutionthatdefinestherolesandpowersofelectedrepresentatives.Also,onthebasisofthe
guidelinesintheconstitutionlawsareframedbythegovernment.

3.RuleofLawmeanssettleduponorarrange.Itrefersalegalprinciplethatupholdsthepracticeof
lawsgoverningthenationalratherthanopinionsofcertainindividuals.

4.Dowrycomprisesthemoney,giftsandpropertygivenbythebride’sfamilytothegroom during
marriage.Itaffectswomeninourcountryinthefollowingways:

Inmanycases,thiscustom becomesatoolofexploitationofthebride’sfamily,bygroom andhis
familymembers.
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Whenabrideorherfamilyrefusestosatisfytheunnecessarydemandsofherhusbandandin–laws
fordowry,sheissubjectedtoinhumantreatment.

Thisalsoleadstosuicidesormurderofthebridesbytheirhusbandsandtheirfamilies.

5.Thevernacularorregionalpresswasamedium bywhichdissentcouldbevoicedand
communicatedtoothersasmanypeopledidnotspeakEnglishatthattime.Inordertocurbthie
dissentwhichtheyfeltwasrebellious,theVernacularPressActof1978,wasbroughtout.Underthis
act,allIndiannewspapersweretosubmitproofsheetsbeforepublicationandcouldbefinedorthe
editorsjailediftheBritishfeltso.

D.Longanswers:

1.Peoplecanprotestagainstlawsthatdonotbenefitthem byvariousmethods.Thesecouldbe
violentornon-violentinnature.Someformsofprotestcommonlyseenare:

Hartalsorstrikes,Ralliesordemonstrations,Marches,Vigils,Boycott,Organisingpressconferences,
Fillinglawsuits,Motorcades,Symbolicdisplayssuchaspainting,Civildisobediencemethods,
InformationdistributionthroughPamphlets,petitions,writingletters,etc.,Violentmethodssuchas
attack,riots,amongothers.

2.The‘soul’ofdemocracyisitsConstitution.Thepeopleform thebasisofademocraticnation.
Peopleofacountryhavediversecultures,traditionsandbeliefs.Everyindividualisallowedtoshow
dissent.Insuchasituationitisveryeasyforacountrytogointoastateoflawlessness.Itisthisvery
statethattheconstitutionprevents.itisthe‘RuleBook’whichallindividualsareboundtofollow.Only
ifrulesarefollowedandlawsimplementedkeepinginmindthewelfareandsafetyofthesectionsof
societycanademocracyfunctionthewayitshould.

3.Ourconstitutioncontainsrulestopreventthedominationofthemajorityovertheminority.It
ensuresthattheinterestsoftheminoritiesarenotneglected.Ithasspecialprovisionsforminorities
basedonreligionandlanguage.Theseinclude‘commondomain‘whichareapplicabletoallcitizens
equallyand‘specialdomain’whichareapplicableonlytominorities.Accordingtotheconstitution,
Indiaisa‘secular’statethatisallreligionsareequal.Alsoallcitizensaretobegiven‘libertyof
thought,expression,belief,faith,worship’and‘equalityofstatusandopportunity’.

4.Themajorpurposesservedbyourconstitutionconstitutionare:

A.Itcontainscertainidealsandprinciplesthatdeterminethestructure,natureanddutiesofthe

government.

B.Servesasasetofrulesandprinciplesthatallcitizensrespectsandshouldfollowirrespectiveof

whatreligion,casteorcommunitytheybelong.

C.TheConstitutiondoesnotallowdominationoftheminorities.Ithasprovisionstoprotectthe

rightsofallcitizensirrespectiveofreligion,languageorcastedifferences.

D.Powersofthecentralandstategovernmentsaredefinedclearlyfacilitatingdecision-making.

FundamentalrightsanddirectiveprinciplesaretwowaysbywhichtheConstitutionseekstoaddress

theinterestsofthecitizens.



NEARRAILWAYSTATION,HARDA-461331(MP)INDIA Page|3

PH.07577-222731,222167Website-www.stmarysharda.com

5.TheDowryProhibitionActof1961,declaresthattakingandgivingdowryisacrime.Itisa

punishableoffencewithafineandjailterm from 6monthsupto5years.Thiswasrequiredasithad

inmanycasesithadbecomeawaytoearnmoneytheeasywaybygroom andhisfamily.Inorderto

gettheirdaughtermarried,familieswouldgotoanylenghtstofulfillthedemandformoney

continuedaftermarriageaswell.Womenaretorturediftheyareunabletomeetthedemand.

E.Thinkandanswer:

Note-Studentswillgiveanswersbythemselves.

Usetheselinkstolearnmoreaboutthelesson:

https://youtu.be/Z3fUyAcNgzs

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowry_law_in_India


